72  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter both by the British Government and by foreign powers
__1   that there should be agreement on the part of all
members of the Empire.  That was established at
Washington in 1921-22, and again at London in 1930,
in the treaties for naval limitation then reached, and it
has been assumed throughout the discussion at Geneva
on the reduction of armaments. The British Govern-
ment made it clear, for instance, that it could not assent
to the principles proposed by President Hoover in 1932
without the assent of the rest of the Empire, In a
similar manner, when the proposal for the Kellogg Pact
was placed before the British Government, it immedi-
ately insisted that the issue was one in which it could
not act by itself. The same attitude was displayed as
regards the abortive Geneva Protocol of 1924, which
would have strengthened the operation of the aim of
the League Covenant to prevent war; even had the
Labour Government in the United Kingdom remained
in office, it could not have proceeded with the accept-
ance of the project which it inclined to favour in face
of Dominion dissent. In the same way the signature of
the Optional Clause of the Statute of the Permanent
Court of International Justice was not undertaken by
any part of the Commonwealth until it had been agreed
to by the whole of the parts, and the acceptance of the
General Act of 1928 for the Pacific Settlement of Inter-
national Disputes was delayed until after the general
approval of signature at the Imperial Conference of
1930; though the Union of South Africa reserved con-
sideration of its special position, it took no exception
to action by the other members of the Common-
wealth.
There is no possibility of deciding in the abstract the